{75 == Ecclesiastes
1:1-3, 12
11:9-12:14



1:18 %] & 5”;5 9‘5\"%‘ ’ I]‘Jt»‘é”ﬁ BR 4\:;%33’«’7&’
%‘;ﬁ’? ’ ?ﬁﬁti’g ﬁ f:} 0
Because in much wisdom there 1s much

grief, and increasing knowledge results in
increasing pain.
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For there 1s no lasting remembrance of

the wise man as with the fool, - And how
the wise man and the fool alike die.
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For the fate of the sons of men and the fate of beasts
1s the same. As one dies so dies the other; indeed,
they all have the same breath and there 1s no
advantage for man over beast, for all is vanity.--- Who

knows that the breath of man ascends upward and the
breath of the beast descends downward to the earth?

= — | —



9:2 *fed| H A mi*ﬁ{—- ﬁ‘; ERE o3 R ﬁgﬁﬁ_
3R S -SRI /i’\’ff'l oFE A ’lf’c""m 11];&
(s 4 R o FAde® o B AL drie {%’m—krr‘ ,
tode Feh deie o

[t 1s the same for all. There is one fate for the
righteous and for the wicked; for the good, for the
clean and for the unclean; for the man who offers a
sacrifice and for the one who does not sacrifice. As

the good man i1s, so 1s the sinner; as the swearer 1is,
so 1S the one who 1s afraid to swear.
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This 1s an evil 1n all that is done under the sun,
that there is one fate for all men. Furthermore,
the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil and
insanity 1s in their hearts throughout their lives.
Afterwards they go to the dead.
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Do not be excessively righteous and do not be
overly wise. Why should you ruin yourself?

17T 7 BRiFE®AL; o5 28 5 XA BB P27 I|Ep
m 7R P

Do not be excessively wicked and do not be a
fool. Why should you die before your time?
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that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the

Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of

Him. --- know what is the hope of His calling--:
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Ecclesiastes tells us how to enjoy
BT KA ( Martin Luther ) :
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Ecclesiastes 1s a book of consolation
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Ecclesiastes tells us one thing : there is
no happiness outside of God
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i § ¥ says the Preacher (7:27,12:8)
B fﬁ # L the Preacher

12:9,10 #®3i ¥ the Preacher
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In addition to being a wise man, the

Preacher taught the people knowledge; and
he pondered, searched out and arranged

many proverbs.
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The son of David, king in Jerusalem
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[ said to myself, Behold, I have magnified
and increased wisdom more than all who

were over Jerusalem before me; and my
mind has observed a wealth of wisdom and

knowledge .
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Also, I collected for myself silver and gold and
the treasure of kings and provinces. I provided
for myself male and female singers and the
pleasures of men——many concubines.

(2t 1 King 7:1-2, 11:1-3, 9:28, 10:10-11, 14-25 )
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[ enlarged my works: I built houses for
myself, [ planted vineyards for myself;
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and arranged many proverbs.

(22 1 King 4:32)
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The conclusion, when all has been heard,

1s : fear God and keep His commandments,
because this applies to every person.
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Now the rest of the acts of Solomon and
whatever he did, and his wisdom, are they
not written in the book of the acts of
Solomon?
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Then I became great and increased more

than all who preceded me 1in Jerusalem. My
wisdom also stood by me.
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[ explored with my mind how to stimulate

my body with wine while my mind was
guiding me wisely.
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They strengthened the kingdom of Judah and
supported Rehoboam the son of Solomon for

three years, for they walked in the way of
David and Solomon for three years.
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“ Vanity of vanities ”, says the Preacher,
“ Vanity of vanities ! All is vanity .
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I have seen all the works which have

been done under the sun, and behold, all
1s vanity and striving after wind.
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When the morning stars sang together And
all the sons of (God shouted for joy.
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(God saw all that he had made, and it was
very good.
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He has made everything appropriate in its
time.
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the whole creation groans and suffers
the pains of childbirth together until
Nnow.
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The words of the Preacher, the son of David,
king in Jerusalem. “ Vanity of vanities,” says the
Preacher, “ Vanity of vanities ! All is vanity.”

What advantage does man have in all his work
Which he does under the sun?
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A generation goes and a generation comes,
But the earth remains forever. Also, the sun

rises and the sun sets; And hastening to its
place it rises there again.
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Blowing toward the south, Then turning toward
the north, The wind continues swirling along; And
on its circular courses the wind returns. All the
rivers flow into the sea, Yet the sea i1s not full. To

the place where the rivers flow, There they flow
again.
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All things are wearisome; Man 1s not able to tell it.
The eye 1s not satisfied with seeing, Nor is the
ear filled with hearing. That which has been is
that which will be, And that which has been done
i1s that which will be done. So there 1s nothing
new under the sun.
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Is there anything of which one might say, "See this,
it 1s new"? Already it has existed for ages Which
were before us. There 1s no remembrance of
earlier things; And also of the later things which

will occur, There will be for them no remembrance
Among those who will come later still.
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And I set my mind to seek and explore by

wisdom concerning all that has been done

under heaven. ---all 1s vanity and striving
after wind.
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much wisdom there is much grief, and

increasing knowledge results 1n increasing
pain.
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And I saw that wisdom excels folly as light excels
darkness.
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no lasting remembrance of the wise man as with the

fool, ---in the coming days all will be forgotten. And
how the wise man and the fool alike die !
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I enlarged my works: built houses for myself,
planted vineyards---made ponds of water::-bought
male and female slaves, owned more herds and
flocks---collected silver and gold and the
treasure---provided male and female singers and the
pleasures of men——many concubines.
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There i1s nothing better for a man than to

eat and drink---For who can eat, or who be
eager, more than I ?
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There 1s an appomted time for everythmg. And
there 1s a time for every event under heaven.
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A time to give birth and a time to die; A time to

weep and a time to laugh; A time to get, and a
time to lose---
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Whatever your hand finds to do.
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He has made everything appropriate in its
time. He has also set eternity in their heart.
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Rejoice, young man, during your childhood, and
let your heart be pleasant during the days of

young manhood. And follow the impulses of your
heart and the desires of your eyes.

Yet know that God will bring you to judgment for
all these things.
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Remember also your Creator in the days of
your youth, before the evil days come and

the years draw near when you will say, “I
have no delight in them”.
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before the sun and the light, the moon and
the stars are darkened, and clouds return
after the rain
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in the day that the Watchmen of the house
tremble, and mighty men stoop, the
grinding ones stand i1dle because they are

few, and those who look through windows
grow dim.
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and the doors on the street are shut as the
sound of the grinding mill 1s low, and one

will arise at the sound of the bird, and all
the daughters of song will sing softly.




Furthermore, men are afraid of a high place
and of terrors on the road; the almond tree
blossoms, the grasshopper drags himself
along, and the caperberry i1s ineffective. For
man goes to his eternal home while
mourners go about in the street.
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Remember Him before the silver cord 1s
broken and the golden bowl 1s crushed, the
pitcher by the well is shattered and the
wheel at the cistern i1s crushed; then the

dust will return to the earth as it was, and
the spirit will return to God who gave it.
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The conclusion, when all has been heard,

1s : fear God and keep His commandments,
because this applies to every person.
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Therefore i1f you have been raised up with
Christ, keep seeking the things above, where
Christ 1s, seated at the right hand of God. Set

your mind on the things above, not on the
things that are on earth.
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